
 

Lympne Church of England Primary School 

 Willow Class Newsletter Terms 1 and 2 2026 
 

4th September 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I would like to wish you a warm welcome to Willow Class and to all our new families, a special 

welcome to Lympne Primary School! 

 

I hope your child is settling in well and enjoying their first few days with us. Starting school is such 

an exciting time, but it can also be tiring and a little overwhelming for children. Over the next 

few weeks, they may experience lots of different emotions as they get used to their new 

routines, surroundings and friendships. 

 

It is completely normal for children to be tired, emotional or need a little extra reassurance 

during this time. Please don’t worry if you notice this at home. They are getting used to lots of 

new experiences, and it can take a little while to find their feet. 

 

I will telephone each family within the first fortnight to let you know how your child is settling and 

talk through any queries you may have. If you have any questions or concerns at any point, 

either now or throughout the year, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. We are always happy 

to chat and support you and your child in any way we can. 

 

Early Learning Goals 

In Willow Class our learning works toward the ‘Early Learning Goals’.  These are developmental 

targets that have been set by the Department for Education. I have attached a copy below so 

you can see what we are working towards this year. 

 

English (reading, phonics and Drawing Club) 

Reading 

To begin with, all children will have a picture-only book to take home. These books are a great 

way to develop your child’s speech and language skills, while also helping them to build 

confidence and a love of books. As they progress with their phonics, they will move on to books 

that match the sounds they are learning in class. 

 

Your child will also be able to choose a book from our carefully selected enrichment books. 

These books are for you to enjoy together at home and are designed to encourage a love of 

reading and help children discover the joy of stories. 

 

As we introduce new phonics sounds and tricky words, your child will also bring home flashcards 

to practise. Spending a few minutes practising these at home regularly will be a huge help and 

will support their learning in school. 

 



We really value the importance of reading regularly. Your child will be given a reading 

bookmark, where you can tick off each time you read together or practise phonics. There will 

be an internal whole school and whole class incentive that all the children will be working 

towards. 

 

Your child will also have a reading record where you can jot down any notes or comments you 

feel are useful when reading with your child. We will also use it to record notes when we read 

with them in school and this provides a valuable dialogue between home and school. 

 

We will change your child’s books every Friday and books will come from 11th September. 

Please make sure their books are kept in their book bag each day so that they are available 

when they read with an adult in school. 

 

Phonics 

We use ‘Monster Phonics’ which helps make beginning to read and write fun and engaging 

through the colourful characters of Monster Phonics land. Please see below the order in which 

we will be learning our first sounds. I’ve popped a picture of all the Monster Phonics Monsters 

below for your reference.  

 

Phonics Sessions for Parents  

There will be a session in school for Reception parents to provide further information about how 

Monster Phonics will help the early stages of reading and writing and ways to support at home 

and some online Webinars too. The dates are: 

 

• Thursday 24th September 

Monster Phonics- A Parent Guide (delivered by Monster Phonics – online webinar for 1 

hour beginning at 7am, 10am, 3pm and 7pm) 

 

Register here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-

sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MD

M0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc

4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXB

B   

 

• Monday 21st September  

Introduction to Monster Phonics Parent Session at 3:30 run by Miss Bell in school.  

There will be a film and some activities available in another classroom for the children of 

parents coming to this session. 

 

 
 

Drawing Club 

Each week, we explore a new story through ‘Drawing Club’, an approach which helps children 

explore new vocabulary and ideas in stories but also allows them to show their own creativity and 

imagination.  Drawing Club sessions will start later in term 1.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MDM0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXBB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MDM0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXBB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MDM0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXBB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MDM0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXBB
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monster-phonics-parent-information-sessiontickets1997838937041?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*dimbl3*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA4MDM0MTc4MC4xNzg3ODMzNzE2*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3ODc4MzM3MTUkbzEkZzAkdDE3ODc4MzM3MTUkajYwJGwwJGgwJGRFZDJKQW9QZnRuZUZsSmIwNWhyUTFPNDBHRFZqb0duLXBB


 

We will also be doing lots of storytelling to support our Literacy and Commination and Language 

development through ‘Storytelling Time’. 

 

Maths 

Maths is naturally woven into our Early Years learning and play. Through everyday experiences 

and our ‘Let’s Explore’ time, children will explore numbers, shapes, patterns and problem-solving 

in fun and meaningful ways. 

 

Our aim is to develop confident mathematicians with a strong understanding of number and 

calculation, ready for their next steps in Year 1. Our adult-led sessions follow the White Rose 

Maths and Mastering Number programme, helping children develop their ‘number sense’, 

number facts and confidence when solving mathematical problems. 

Please see our Calculations Policy for more information about the methods we will be teaching 

this year.  

Curriculum Overview 

In Willow Class our learning is mostly child-led, allowing children to develop and learn through 

play. However, in term 1, our adult-led learning will focus on the topic ‘Marvellous Me.’ The 

children will be learning about and celebrating their selves and their feelings and by focusing on 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and Language.  

 

We will also be having lots of fun getting to know our Monster Phonics friends who will be helping 

us learn to read and write! 

 

In term 2 we plan to theme our learning around celebrations such as Diwali and, of course, 

Christmas! Although please be aware these themes can change as we get to know the children 

better and try to plan for their interests. 

 

RE 

Each term in RE we help ‘Tom and Tessa’ answer a key question. In term 1 our learning will focus 

around the question ‘Why is the word God important to Christians?’ and in term 2 we answer the 

question ‘Why do Christians celebrate nativities?’. 

 

In addition, we will give the children a wider understanding of other religions and cultures through 

their celebrations. Over the year we learn about the celebrations of Diwali, Ramadan, Holi and 

Chinese New Year. 

 

Jigsaw 

Jigsaw Time is a whole school approach and is when we work most on our Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development. ‘Jigsaw Jennie’ helps us focus on one area each term and share our 

thoughts, feelings and experiences. In term 1 the focus is ‘Being Me in My World’ and in term 2 it’s 

‘Celebrating Differences’. In Jigsaw sessions we are also joined by ‘Jerrie Cat’ who helps us ‘paws 

for thought’ and be mindful and reflective. 

 

  
 

https://lympne.greenhousecms.co.uk/docs/policies/Calculations_Policy.pdf


PE Days 

In PE, we focus on developing the children’s gross motor skills, including coordination, balance 

and agility. During term 1, these skills will be developed through activities during ‘Let’s Explore’ 

time, so there is no need for a PE kit on a specific day. 

 

From term 2, we will have PE sessions in the hall or playground on Tuesdays, so please send your 

child to school wearing their PE kit. 

 

We also develop fine motor skills through activities such as drawing, cutting, building and 

practising everyday skills like buttons and lunch boxes. These activities are built into our ‘Let’s 

Explore’ time.   

 

Home Learning 

Home learning will be sent home every Friday (from 11th September) and to be returned by the 

following Wednesday on Tapestry. Please continue to read daily. 

 

Tapestry 

We use Tapestry as a shared learning journal so please use it to share developmental ‘wow’ 

moments from at home or anything special your child might wish to share with their friends. We 

will use it to post class updates and messages. 

 

Diary Dates 

All diary dates, including those for Forest School, can be found on the school website calendar.   

 

If you have any queries, please feel free to get in touch and thank you for your ongoing 

support.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Bell 

 

Class teacher 

 

 

Early Learning Goals 

https://lympne.greenhousecms.co.uk/Calendar/


 



 



 

 



 

 


